
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 
newsletter  -  there has been  a 
great deal of activity in our 
houses over the summer. 
 
Firstly we recently said goodbye 
to Helen, the house manager at 
St. Mary’s. 

Helen has worked at the house  
since 1998 starting as an 
overnight sleeper before joining 
the relief housekeeper team and 
then being promoted to house 
manager. For many years Helen  

 
 

and her husband Jim occupied 
the top floor of the house and 
both contributed a great deal to 
life in the house and will be 
greatly missed. 
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We wish her well for her 
retirement. 
 
Helen has asked me to pass on 
her thanks to everyone for their 
good wishes and gifts and also 
her gratitude to the staff for all 
their support over the years.  
 
On the subject of thanks—these 
must also go to Gill (secretary of 
the house committee) for her hard 
work in organising the evening 
and arranging the refreshments 
(and to her husband for manning 
the bar during the evening). 
 
We are, however, pleased to be 
able to announce that we have 
appointed a new house manager 
- Paula, who started a few days 
ago so that she could spend 
some time with Helen before her 
departure.  We hope that Paula 
will soon settle in and will enjoy 
her new job with us. 
 
Sibley’s Orchard were recently 
very pleased to welcome Barbara 
Chapman, a local history expert, 
for a talk about the history of 
Leverstock Green and Sibley’s 
Orchard. The house were also 
pleased to welcome a number of 
Annett House residents to join 
them for the talk. 
 
Although the house was only 
acquired by the local rotary club 
on behalf of Abbeyfield in 1972, 

there have been buildings for far 
longer. Whilst the 1840 tithe 
survey shows nothing being on 
the site, the 1877 O.S. Map does  

show a building outline. Since 
acquiring the property Abbeyfield 
have themselves undertaken a 
number of alterations and 

Sibley’s Orchard 1907 

Sibley’s Orchard 1994 



improvements the latest of which 
were the works including the new 
conservatory earlier this year. 
 
Sibley’s have not finished with 
their changes though as they now 
have further plans for the first floor. 
It is intended to combine a single 
room with the current overnight 
sleepers room moving the 
overnight sleeper to the ground 
floor. This will create a two room 
suite similar to those on the first 
floor at St. Mary’s and which would 
be suitable either for a couple or a 
single person who wanted more 
space than one of our single 
rooms offers. 
 
In September Annett House took 
part in the ‘World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning’ in aid of McMillan cancer 
support. The pictures above and 
below show some of the 
participants. As well as asking 
everyone attending for a donation 
for their tea/coffee and biscuits 
they  held a raffle and a total £103 
has now been sent off to McMillan. 
  
Following the move of the office at 
St. Mary’s and then problems with 

Sibley’s Orchard 2010 
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the residents computer I am 
pleased to report that the 
computer in the library at St. 
Mary’s is now back, working and 
is connected to the house internet 
network. Residents will once 
again be able to send/receive 
emails, surf the internet or just 
play games! If any of our 
residents would like to use the 
computer but would l ike 
assistance please either speak to 
me or to Paula and we can 
arrange this. 
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Paula at St. Mary’s House 
Jack at Sibley’s Orchard 
John and Gwen at St. Mary’s 
House 
Lillian at Annett House 
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Jean at St. Mary’s House 
Miriam at St. Mary’s House 
Babs at St. Mary’s House 
Lorraine at St. Mary’s House 
Molly at St. Mary’s House 
Sue at  St. Mary’s House 
Joan at St. Mary’s House 
Jack at Sibley’s Orchard 
Nora at Annett House 
Christina at Annett House 

Joyce at Annett House 
Babs at Annett House 
Hilda at Annett House 
Hazel at Annett House 
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Helen  and Jim at St. Mary’s 
House 
Kath at Annett House 
 
The next open event will be an 
open coffee morning at Annett 
House on Wednesday 20th 
October at 10.30am. All are 
warmly welcome and if you would 
like to have an informal tour of 
the house whilst visiting just ask a 
member of the committee and 
they would be pleased to arrange 
this. 
  
We are always happy to have 
suggestions for anything you 
would like to see included in the 
newsletter. You may either 
contact me directly (details at the 
foot of the page) or residents can 
speak to the house manager who 
would be pleased to pass 
comments on to me. The next 
issue of the newsletter will be out 
early next year so I look forward 
to hearing from some of you 
before then. 
 


