
Welcome to the summer issue of 
Around the Houses and so far 
this year we seem to be having 
quite a lot of summer! 
 
The residents of St. Mary’s have 
taken full advantage of the 
sunshine to enjoy some of their 
regular activities outdoors in the 
courtyard. The photo shows the 
Tuesday classical morning club in 
their new venue and the 
Wednesday coffee morning has 
also decamped when the weather 
has been suitable. 

We mentioned in the last issue 
that we hoped that work would 
soon be starting on the 
refurbishments at Sibley’s 
Orchard and as you can see 
above and below this has indeed 
happened. This is part of a major 
project which will take several 
months to complete. It has 
started with the construction of a 
large new conservatory at the 
front of the house ( to replace the 
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small conservatory which used to 
enclose the front door), which will 
be an extension of the lounge 
area.  
 
In the lounge area the residents 
have already benefitted from a 
new dining table and chairs this 
means  that all of the residents 
can now sit comfortably at the 
same table. 

Future parts of the project will 
include an addition to the back of 
the house and reorganisation of 
the larder, laundry room and 
boiler room to incorporate this 
new space. A new kitchen has 
also been included.  
 
We will also be utilising part of the 
office and the entrance hall to 
install a stair lift for the 
convenience of those residents 
on the first floor. We will bring you 
further pictures and updates in 
the Autumn issue. 
 
Earlier this year the residents of 
Sibley’s hired one of the 
community minibus and went on 
an outing to Ashridge to see the 

bluebells and enjoy afternoon tea 
out. As you can see from the 
photographs a lovely afternoon 
was had by all. Thanks to 
everyone on the committee that 
were able to accompany the 
residents and to Margaret for 
providing the photographs. 

 
Annett House have not had any 
outings but they did recently hold 
one of their open coffee 
mornings. As always this was 



very well attended and was a great 
success. There were the usual 
stalls and as always the produce 
stall was very well supported. 
Thanks to all the committee for 
their hard work both organising 
this event and on the day. 

St. Mary’s House have continued 
with their regular series of guest 
speake rs  e i the r  a t  the i r 
Wednesday coffee mornings or 
monthly Sunday afternoon 
entertainments. One of their recent 
speakers was James, one of their 
overnight sleepers, who gave an 
interesting talk on South Africa. 
 
 Unfortunately due to other 
commitments  a number of people 
were unable to be there and it is 
hoped to arrange a repeat 
performance shortly. 
 

St. Mary’s House will be holding 
their next open coffee morning on 
Saturday 11th July (from 10.30am)
and as always all are welcome. 
 
 This time in addition to all of the 
usual stalls they intend to have a 
display of various craft items which 
have all been made by the 
residents, volunteers or staff—not 
necessarily in the house but at any 
time. Look out for pictures of this 
in the next newsletter. 
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Violet at Sibley’s Orchard  
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Irene at St. Mary’s House 
Freda at Annett House 
Kath at Annett House 
Lorna at Sibley’s Orchard 
Violet at Sibley’s Orchard 
Bernard at Sibley’s Orchard 
John from the Executive 
Steve from the Executive 
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Evelyn at St. Mary’s House 
Len at St. Mary’s House 
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Num from Sibley’s Orchard who 
has given birth to twins. 



If you would like to contact us you may e-mail us a t susanpullen.abbeyfield@virgin.net , 
you may phone us on 01442 217578 or you can send it ems to Mrs Susan Pullen, St. 
Mary’s House, 9 George Street, Hemel Hempstead, Her tfordshire, HP2 5HJ. 
 
The Abbeyfield (Berkhamsted and Hemel Hempstead) Society Limited. 
A company limited by guarantee having no share capital. Registered charity 262424. Registered in London 955757 
Registered Office: 9 George Street, Hemel Hempstead Herts. 

 
 

 
This months puzzle challenge is a Sudoku puzzle.  
 
For those that have never attempted this type of puzzle before 
the aim is to put the numbers 1-9 into the boxes so that each 
row contains the numbers 1-9, each column contains the 
numbers 1-9 and each box contains the numbers 1-9 with no 
number repeated in any row, column or box. 
 
This one is graded easy and can be solved purely be 
deduction—no guesswork is needed. 
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